2 domestic level, in bringing to an end a conflict which had been waged, against various shades of French government, over the course of an entire generation (1793) (1794) (1795) (1796) (1797) (1798) (1799) (1800) (1801) (1802) . 1 Most of the recent work on domestic reactions to Waterloo has, perhaps understandably, stressed the unanimity of feeling going into the battle and the unprecedented levels of celebration following news of the victory. However, local examples often provide telling qualifications to the general picture. 2 In this article, I
will be exploring the ambivalent reaction registered in Nottingham after Waterloo, drawing a contrast with the widespread festivities in the town after the conclusion of the general peace between Britain and France in 1814. The article seeks to explain this difference in light of wider attitudes towards the war in Nottingham, which enjoyed a well-established reputation for radicalism in this period. In doing so, the article demonstrates how far the battle's military significance was already coming to be obscured, at a local level, by the legacy of a hard-fought and long-continued war, as well as the desire for swift and immediate reforms once it had reached its conclusion.
I
Wellington's despatch, containing a full account of his victory over Napoleon
Bonaparte, on a battlefield approximately ten miles south of Brussels, reached
London on Wednesday 21 June 1815, three days after it had been fought. It was carried by Major Henry Percy (1785-1825), one of Wellington's aide-de-camps, who travelled non-stop from Brussels to Ostend via Ghent before crossing to England.
Securing a post-chaise-and-four, bedecked with the blue and white flags of victory, and displaying two captured imperial French eagles from its windows, he took seven hours to reach London; he found the prime minister Lord Liverpool at a cabinet dinner and was sent on to St James' Square where, in his blood-stained uniform, he delivered the news to the prince regent.
3
With the official publication of the despatch in the London Gazette
Extraordinary the next day, authentic news of the victory had arrived. 4 However, reports of Wellington's success had already reached England by other means. The financier Nathan Rothschild had received the news the day after Waterloo but, fearing a revival of speculation on the financial markets, the government had doubted the reports. Most accounts identify Rothschild's source as his agent John Roworth, whose brother William subsequently served as mayor of Nottingham in 1839-40 at the height of the Chartist disturbances. 5 London was reported to be 'one continual scene of uproar and joy', following receipt of the news, with the firing of guns at the Tower of London and two days of public illuminations. 6 Comparable scenes were reported across the country over the course of the next few months with the ringing of church bells, illuminations, rejoicings and, in August, 'a bonfire blazed on the summit of Skiddaw, and on the mountaintop local residents, including Wordsworth and Southey, feasted on roast beef, plum pudding and punch'. Southey told a correspondent that it was 'the first time that any public rejoicings had ever been held on so elevated a spot; & the effect was sublime to a degree which none can imagine but those who witnessed it'. 7 The commemorations culminated in November, after the signing of the peace treaty with France, when London was illuminated on a scale not seen since the peace of Amiens in 1802-3. 8 4
Nottingham formed a conspicuous exception to the commemoration of Waterloo, after news of the victory broke in the local press on Saturday 24 June.
Apart from the discharge of a feu de joie (or celebratory musket salute) in the market place by the Cambridgeshire militia, who were quartered in the town, no public celebration of any kind was instituted. However, in common with many other towns across the country, a public subscription was instituted for the relief of the families of those killed and wounded in the battle. It brings us PEACE. It is the harbinger of the good old times. It will increase tenfold the happiness of us all…We are upon the point of entering a long and smooth course of national prosperity. Our flag will visit every port of the ocean; the produce of our industry will be received in every market; and before the termination of a few months, every description of manufactory in the country (that of arms alone excepted) will be fully employed. 15 In Nottingham, crowds had welcomed the mail coach bearing the news, decorated with laurels and carrying blue and white flags, the bells at the churches of St Mary's, St Nicholas' and St Peter's had rung for two days and Monday, the traditional day-off reserved for public events, saw the erection of a gigantic bonfire in the market place, the firing of guns and the liberal distribution of squibs or fireworks. 16 A meeting at the Guildhall on Thursday 14 April determined that Nottingham would commemorate 'the GREAT and GLORIOUS EVENTS' with fireworks subsidised by the corporation and an illumination of the Exchange building, with any surplus devoted to a relief fund for wounded servicemen and the widows and orphans of the deceased. 17 The timing of Nottingham's official celebrations and the corporation's sensitivity to correct procedure is significant. Mindful that the peace might prove premature, the corporation determined that no illumination should take place in the 7 town until the first Monday after the signature of the 'General Preliminaries of Peace'
-an event which was still six weeks away. 18 Given the weeks of preparation which had preceded it, it was perhaps to be expected that this event, on Monday 6 June, would be remarkable. The Journal expressed rhapsodies at the 'superior excellence' of the transparencies, which 'exceeded all calculation [-] in the multiplicity and variety of devices exhibited, human ingenuity seemed almost to have been exhausted'.
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The centre-piece of Nottingham's illuminations were fifteen transparencies, displayed at the Exchange, the work of Richard Bonington Senior (father of the artist Richard Parkes Bonington), commissioned by the town surveyor and architect Edward Staveley. Transparencies were a popular form of decorative illustration in this period, comprising pictures, prints or inscriptions which were lit from behind by candle-light. The majority were produced on linen paper which was strong and absorbent. The paper was coated on both sides with a varnish of mastic and turpentine, which would compress the linen fibres and make the paper translucent.
Pre-made transparencies, available to purchase from shops, and featuring popular subjects, including members of the royal family, national celebrities or figure and major public buildings and shops followed suit. Likewise, at Derby, a programme of 'Public Rejoicings' took place, including the expenditure of at least £60 on transparencies. 24 In Nottinghamshire more generally, a pattern of feasts, festivals and thanksgivings ensued, in the six to eight weeks after the treaty of Paris was signed. 25 At Oxton, William Sherbrooke provided roast beef and enough ale to refresh up to 5000 diners, as well as hosting a series of horse races. 26 Events at Sutton-in-Ashfield, we are told, 'began most happily, went on most charmingly, and finished most delightfully', with 1000 children receiving a present to mark the occasion. Newark's town hall was decorated with 100 dozen 'variegated lamps'; there was a ball for 300
people and a dinner of beef and mutton inside the town hall whilst four hogsheads of 10 ale was distributed in the market place. £200 was disbursed amongst the labouring classes in order that they might celebrate the occasion in any way they saw fit -which probably entailed many of them getting drunk.
'Had a stranger to English rejoicings passed through [Mansfield Woodhouse] at this moment', one newspaper report observed:
he would naturally have supposed that the rustic villagers were verily and merrily running mad; in fact, it was a scene of rural felicity and jocund good humour not to be delineated, but by the pencil of Hogarth.
For all their bucolic excess, the celebrations were highly stratified by social rank and characterised by a paternalism which was demonstrated in ways appropriate to the situation. At Mansfield, the lace manufacturers paraded the town with music and a lace flag before providing tea, cake and dancing. Meanwhile, at Southwell, a beef and plum pudding dinner was held on Burgage Green, after which an effigy of Bonaparte on an ass was conducted around, 'which, after enduring the execrations of the surrounding crowd, was precipitated into a large bonfire, as a suitable reward for tyranny and usurpation'.
There are numerous examples of roast lamb dinners for the respectable classes, teas and dances for the women, plum pudding feasts for the children, illuminations for the masses and alms or dole distributed to the poor. Patronage played a leading part in the provision of food and drink, with the local squire, magistrate or landlord, or the moving force behind the subscription which funded dinners and feasts, ceremonially paraded around the community (in imitation of election rituals) as a public expression of thanks. In this respect, events at Mansfield
Woodhouse were the most obviously hierarchical and denominational. Food and entertainment was provided for 120 Sunday school scholars in three denominations and the labouring classes were arranged in seven groups. The founder of the feast, Colonel Need, was cheered at his mansion as 'that excellent, firm, and upright Magistrate'. Every child under-fourteen was given a two-penny spiced bun with the word 'peace' stamped on it whilst everyone over fourteen had a shilling given them for tea.
These were public events designed to demonstrate a collective sense of the blessings of victory, a community's rite of passage after the long endurance of war. were tastefully ornamented by the villagers. After the cloth was drawn, several appropriate toasts were given by the chairman and drank with much harmony by the company. The chairing of the principal inhabitants, led by the village band, of music, and a dance on the green, concluded the first day. 27 Meanwhile, at Bingham, the market cross was decorated with laurel and flags, a large bonfire was held in the market place and, following a dinner for 700 people 'of all classes', a succession of toasts were acclaimed with steadily increasing enthusiasm to the sound of beating drums. The loudest and most enthusiastic reception was reserved for the resplendent toast 'All the WORLD and BINGHAM!!!'
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I V
The war was over -or at least so everybody thought -and so, after a long-continued succession of festivities, were the celebrations of the peace. As one reporter observed at the time, 'Never was a scene of festivity supported so long with so much cordiality'. In a significant act of finality, the county militia was disembodied on the day that peace was signed and, a month later, the 4 th duke of Newcastle, as lord lieutenant of the county, received parliament's thanks for Nottinghamshire's contribution to home defence. 29 But the war was not over and the peace had left a bad taste in the mouth of some of the more advanced radicals. The radical political journalist William Cobbett condemned 'One boundless scene of extravagance and waste…idleness and dissipation pervaded the whole Kingdom, and the people appeared to be all raving drunk, all raving mad'. and the prospect of happiness and Peace'. 31 The words were deliberate and important.
Throughout the revolutionary wars of the 1790s and the Napoleonic wars which 13 followed them, Nottingham had consistently exercised its constitutional right to petition -whether the house of commons, the crown or both. The usual procedure was for a signed requisition to be presented to the mayor to call a public meeting at which the issues could be aired, followed by the moving of a petition which lay for signature in a publicly accessible place and was afterwards presented by a representative of the town. The corporation could respond by instituting its own petition, or else leave the demonstration of public feeling to have its own effect. 32 In 1797, a 5000-signature petition from the town, reinforced by one from the corporation, urged George III to change his ministers. It was a year in which the war was particularly hard-felt; cash payments were suspended because gold bullion was Nottingham's principal form of employment in this period was the hosiery trade, which was not particularly depressed before the start of the nineteenth century.
In the early stages of the wars with France, demand kept wages buoyant -on average from thirteen to fifteen shillings -until the impact of trade embargoes and the emergence of cheap and sub-standard goods (the 'cut-ups') began to hit home after 14 1809. Over the course of the next three years, knitters' wages fell by up to one-third;
on the eve of the Luddite disturbances in 1811-12, the general average wage for framework knitters was 7s 3d. 34 The return of peace in 1814 led, in the opinion of one contemporary observer, to 'ruinously extensive' speculations in the hosiery trade. Fuelled by the expectation that British manufactures would enjoy the same level of demand that they experienced during the peace of 1802-3, manufacturers soon found themselves suffering under the rigours of international competition and depressed trade. This provided the backdrop for a general decline in the fortunes of the hosiery industry in the town, over the next few years, and a continuing reduction in wages. 35 It is for this reason that we should detect no lack of patriotism in Nottingham's petitions for peace and parliamentary reform during the later stages of the Napoleonic
wars. As historians like John Beckett and Mark Pottle have recognised, Nottingham
could retain its political radicalism and desire for social change whilst remaining patriotically opposed to Bonaparte's ambitions and the threat of a potential invasion. 36 Though that threat had lessened after the battle of Trafalgar, it was still enough for the Review to note, in August 1813:
There are great numbers in England, and we believe a great majority of the people, who loathe the present ministers…but are we to infer from hence, that the people, thus discontented, would remain tame spectators while an enemy ravaged their country? Not a man is there among them, capable of wielding a sword, but would rush upon the enemy, rather than see the land of his nativity subjected to a foreign yoke. The corporation explicitly supported these calls through their own petitions and by appointing Lord Holland, a dedicated whig supporter of religious and political liberty, as the town's recorder in October 1809. The appointment, which followed the death of the 3 rd duke of Portland, was a symbolic reminder of the town's independence from aristocratic domination. Portland had not only been lord lieutenant of the county but was prime minister from 1807-9. When his successor, Spencer
Perceval, was assassinated in the lobby of the house of commons, in May 1812, the event was celebrated with a band and music in Fisher Gate before the riot act was read. A similar event was held at Newark. 39 This was rough politics but not republicanism. Not only had Nottingham commemorated George III's jubilee on 25 October 1809, with a service at St Mary's Church followed by a mayoral breakfast, but frequently petitioned the king for direct relief from his ministers. In June 1812, Nottingham theatre had to be closed for the season after a disturbance arose when some of the audience refused to remove their hats during the singing of 'God Save the King'. Executive authority had, by this time, passed to the prince regent. In addressing him the year before, the corporation had expressed their 'sympathy…on the great and many misfortunes of the nation, which they attributed to the war, the progress of taxation, and an obstructed commerce'. 40 The prince regent's distaste for his father's tory ministers was well-known but hopes of their speedy replacement by the whigs never came to pass. By 1812, politics in Nottingham had been polarised by the outbreak of Luddism, which began as a protest at the reduced prices paid to framework knitters but soon assumed violent proportions. Luddites targeted the frames on which the inferior 'cut-ups' which threatened their wages and craft traditions were manufactured. The government responded by reinforcing the town's military barracks, which had been established in 1792 as a means of ensuring security in Nottingham, with some 4,000 regular infantry. Concern at the prospect of unrest was heightened by the fact that, during the year, at least half the town's inhabitants were registered for poor relief. In September 1812, there were food riots, the first to have taken place in the town since 1800. 41 It was in this context that, on 28 December 1812, a meeting of whigs and radicals at the Guildhall petitioned for a 'speedy stop…to the ravages of war'. This led to a counter-petition which, according to Malcolm Thomis, secured eight times as many signatures. It was subsequently presented to the prince regent by the duke of Newcastle, as lord lieutenant, in April 1813.
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Consequently, there is a good deal of truth in Norman Gash's wry comment that 'the first present which peace made to the British people was disillusionment'. 43 Insofar as Nottingham was concerned, the year between the festivities of 1814 and the successful outcome of Waterloo was sufficient to exhaust any hopes of a peace dividend. 'It is with pain we turn our attention to the daring outrages carrying on at home', the Nottingham Journal observed in April 1814, in the same edition which brought news of peace with France:
We allude to the re-appearance of that diabolical system, which under the name of Luddism….spread such terror and devastation throughout the manufacturing districts of this county two years ago. 44 Later that year, the Review struck an equally discordant note:
We want that which reform alone can ensure to us; we want an extensive
[reduction] of the taxes, and…of the national debt…which blessings would be as certain as the coming day, if the voice of the people were heard in the great council of the nation in the manner it ought to be. No sooner was the dreadful slaughter of the battle…known than half a dozen advertisements appeared in the newspapers offering mourning to the relatives of the deceased, and one person offered to contract with them to remove the dead bodies to England, he having (as he states) formed a connection in Brussels for that purpose. 55 
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Similarly, when William Cobbett was informed of the victory at Waterloo by a 'villainous-looking crowd of gypsies', he was informed by one of their number that '"it is glorious news, and we may now hope to see the gallon loaf a grate [groat] again, as 'twas in my old father's time"'. 56 The contrast was perhaps most marked in respect of the Nottingham Review.
Having abandoned the battlefield after Waterloo, Napoleon passed the next few weeks trying to shore up his support in France before finally surrendering to Captain
Maitland of the Bellerophon at Rochefort on 15 July. In the same issue which announced this news, the Review carried the verdict of the jury in the trial of its editor, Charles Sutton, for an alleged libel. 57 The case arose from an edition of the Review in 
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In the decades which followed Waterloo, there was a discernible lack of references to the battle in Nottingham. 62 The most obvious sign of neglect was the lack of street names devoted to its commemoration. However, more telling than any of this was the absence of popular commemoration in Nottingham at the time of Waterloo itself. As this article has argued, this was in marked contrast with the prolonged scenes of jubilation which followed the conclusion of the general peace the year before. This silence is largely to be explained, in Nottingham's case, by the deep economic and social consequences which had attended the war -an issue which had generated successive petitions from the town throughout the conflict. 
